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Visitor Centre and 
the Mountain Lodge 
Vrata Neretve 

Visitor Centre and the Mountain Lodge Vrata Neretve 
are located in the renovated building of the former old 
school in the village of Baćina near the city of Ploče. 
The multimedia content and the ambiance in the Visitor 
Centre, which is located on the ground floor of the 
building, interpret the sounds and emotions awoken in 
us by nature, and in a unique way present the area of 
five ornithological preserves and one ornithological 
-ichthyological reserve with over 300 species of birds, 
89 of which are nesting birds.

Just a step away
from the mountain trails



The soundstage of the centre is set by the flow of water 
and the birdcalls specific for the Neretva valley, like 
great white herons, ducks, northern pintails, reed 
buntings…

The Neretva delta is a precious ecosystem included in 
the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International 
Importance and a part of the European ecological 
network Natura 2000, which has the goal of preserving 
biological diversity by monitoring the status of target 
species and habitats.

The visitor centre is a place where you can experience 
the rhythm of the Neretva River delta in an enclosed 
space, get to know all the protected parts of the only 
delta in Croatia, and be inspired to further explore the 
area in person, particularly for the mountaineering 
experience.
 
The Mountain Lodge, which is located on the first floor, 
is a place where mountaineering enthusiasts can meet 
and the natural surroundings of Vrata Neretve makes it 
an interesting mountaineering-vacation attraction. 



Baćina
lakes

Baćina

Parking: Two parking spots for coaches, eight for personal 
vehicles, and one parking space for persons with disabilities. 
Other: Souvenir shop on the ground floor of the building
There is a trail leading from the Mountain Lodge to the St. Ilija 
peak (773 m), which is a checkpoint of the Croatian 
Mountaineering Tour (HPO), as well as a checkpoint of the 
Biokovo Mountain Trail (BPS). The Mountain Lodge is also the 
starting point for other tours around Biokovo, island peaks, and 
numerous mountains of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and for the 
themed mountain route Bunker Trail.
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Geological history 
of the Neretva delta

The geological history of the Neretva delta is a new 
feature of the Natural History Museum in Metković.
The permanent exhibition contains 3D depictions of 
water and land habitats of the Neretva delta. 
Considering that this delta is an important wintering 
and resting area for many European migratory species, 
a special part of the exhibition is dedicated to this topic. 
The exhibition is complemented by video recordings 
from specific habitats, by bird and amphibian sounds, 
as well as by the variety of insects, snails, and molluscs, 
and the multimedia presentation of the biodiversity of 
the delta.

A unique experience of
sounds, lights, and words



The new content included in the permanent exhibition 
is the geological pillar and the 3D relief cave display, as 
well as the research related to the sands of Neretva.
The comprehensive story of the natural and geological 
heritage of the Neretva presents to the visitors the 
process through which geological forces, time, water, 
and human activity a�ect the texture of the rocks, as 
well as the consequences of the activity of internal and 
external forces on objects such as pits and caves, and 
the geological pillar presents geological profiles and 
fossils. The interactive map with the locations of 
speleological sites represents their distribution and 
abundance in the delta. The discovered information on 
the endemic underground fauna, cave features 
(stalagmites, stalactites, scallops, cascades…) and the 
archaeological finds from speleological sites are 
represented on the diorama of the cave which o�ers a 
comprehensive display of underground karst 
phenomena.



Geological history
of the Neretva delta

Metković
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The museum exhibition is accompanied by the video material 
featuring animal calls from their specific habitats, with all the 
wealth of bird and amphibian sounds. Birdcalls and the drizzle of 
water will turn the visit to the museum into a unique experience 
of sounds, noises, light, and words. Step by step, you will become 
more and more immersed into the intimate journey and the 
introspective dialogue.

Ulica kralja Zvonimira, 20350 Metković

020 690 673 09:00-16:00 h

x2 Available along with the museum
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Edu-eco complex
on the Trovro Hill

The Trovro is a hill in the Neretva valley. It is located at 
the altitude of 114 metres. The Trovro is an ideal 
sightseeing spot in the lower part of Neretva, with the 
view of the Special Ornithological-Ichthyological 
Reserve Ušće Neretve. The road is paved, benches and 
educational panels have been installed, and the top of 
the hill features an attraction – the first wind organ in 
the world built according to the concept by the author 
dipl.ing. Željko Škorić.

The first wind organ
in the world!



The Edu-eco complex on the Trovro Hill includes three 
stone wind organs from the northern (the wind Bura), 
the south-eastern (the wind Jugo), and the 
south-western side (the wind Lebić) on the plateau on 
the top, which use wind power to create sound, a road 
paved with stone slabs which originate from the 
location, a constructed observation site with panoramic 
binoculars, and the educational-ecological garden 
organised according to horticultural principles. 



Edu-eco complex
on the Trovro Hill
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The parking area has enough space for 10 cars, it is free and 10 
minutes away on foot from the start of the trail at the 
Educational-Ecological Complex Trovro.
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Edu-eco trails
Baćina Lakes

The existing trails and paths of Baćina Lakes near the 
City of Ploče, which are complemented by additional 
content of 19 educational-interpretation panels placed 
at five themed educational-ecological trails, have 
become an ideal spot for those seeking recreation 
during their vacation, both for hikers and cyclists. The 
educational-ecological trails are 10 km long and the 
educational panels are a source of new discoveries 
about the European ecological network Natura 2000, 
which encompasses Baćina Lakes and the four groups 
of animals which may be easily spotted at the location.

The water
rhythm of nature



The additional content is complemented by dragonfly 
trails (also known as fairy flies), amphibians, reptiles, 
birds, and the ecological network Natura 2000 trail. A 
special natural rhythm is created by the croaking of the 
frog choir and the songs of various species of birds. 

The Baćina Lakes are composed of six interconnected 
lakes (Oćuša, Crniševo, Podgora, Sladinac, Šipak, Plitko 
jezero) and the Vrbnik Lake, which is separated from 
the rest, they are characterised by the shades of 
turquoise which o�er a specific peaceful experience, 
that can only be evoked by nature. The largest lake is 
Oćuša, the smallest one is Vrbnik, and the deepest one 
is Crniševo. The lakes feature three small islands and 
two tunnels. The tunnels have been excavated to 
prevent flooding in the Vrgorac Field during early 
spring. 



Edu-eco trails
Baćina Lakes
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Biodiversity
observatory 

The biodiversity observation point which has been 
constructed at Baćina Lakes, is an integral part of the 
themed educational-ecological trails. It is located by 
the very edge of the lake, right next to the hiking and 
cycling path, and it is an ideal location featuring special 
observation windows from which you may observe the 
nature without disturbing the animal species that live 
there, making it easier to spot some of the animals.

Hidden in the
rhythm of Neretva



The interior of the observatory is furnished with 
interactive and educational content on the flora and 
fauna of Baćina Lakes, and the comprehensive content 
of the exhibition o�ers the opportunity to learn various 
facts about the natural heritage of the area.

The observation point is placed on inclined terrain and 
the external side is accessible through two cascades 
which may be accessed by descending steps. In order 
for it to fit into the natural ambiance as well as possible, 
the wooden construction material is main design 
model. 
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Biodiversity
observatory 
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The Biodiversity Observation Point is an integral part of the 
Educational-Ecological Trails Baćina Lakes, so the parking is 
available at the entrance to the Trails. The observation point is 
located 10 minutes by foot from the nearest parking and the 
entrance to the trails.



Edu-eco trails
Predolac-Šibenica

Predolac and Šibenica are the two hills located right 
next to the urban part of the City of Metković and they 
comprise a green oasis protected under significant 
landscapes category. The beautiful forest nature was 
hiding old paths which were reconstructed and slightly 
expanded in harmony with the nature and with only a 
few interventions in the area. 

Bathing in the forest



It is not necessary to have a guide through the trails 
because there are educational panels and information 
markings placed along them. 

Predolac-Šibenica trails o�er a true forest bath to the 
citizens and visitors. The area is characterised by 
preserved Mediterranean forests of Aleppo pine and 
cypress. It is also a significant habitat for the winter stay 
of many bird species, especially songbirds, whose 
natural symphony dominates the forest during the 
winter, while the soundstage is taken over by crickets 
during the summer. 



Edu-eco trails
Predolac-Šibenica
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